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Don’t for one moment think that this doesn’t apply to you! Every 

interaction you have with a family, every conversation you have 

with a program director or a school or college admissions person, 

every blog you write has an impact on our membership. Each of 

us is responsible for building the brand of our Association. 

Similarly, IECA has a commitment to raise our brand awareness. 

Over the next year, the board will make decisions regarding how 

we address this overarching goal. A revised website is in the 

near future, but other important aspects of our brand will also be 

under review. In the end, it is not necessarily about the number 

of members in our Association; rather, it is the quality, depth, and 

range of our expertise that establishes the IECA brand as the gold 

standard of independent educational consultants. 

Ann Rossbach, MAT

IECA President

AdvertisementPresident’s Letter, from page 2

A co-educational boarding and day 
school for students, grades 6-12, 
who learn differently.

Individualized in our education with 
small class sizes, targeted learning 
paths, and numerous elective 
courses.

Home to students from around the 
world who are seeking a positive 
and nurturing environment.

Preparing students for life after high 
school by offering postsecondary 
and dual-enrollment opportunities.

www.VanguardSchool.org
22000 Hwy 27  |  Lake Wales, FL 33859
Call: 863.676.6091

attract in the future. Boarding schools recognize that families who 

work with IECs understand the importance of fit and what life at 

boarding school entails. Peter Gilbert, director of admission at the 

Salisbury School, says “the admissions office has strong evidence 

that a candidate working with an IECA educational consultant is 

a very strong predictor for a student’s success in the admissions 

process…and as a student in our school.”

IECA members introduce thousands of families each year to 

the possibility of boarding school being the best fit for their 

child. Many of those families have no experience with boarding 

schools and were not specifically seeking that option. The 

survey indicated that 22.8% of domestic clients and 17.6% of 

overall clients who were not initially seeking a boarding school 

were sold on the experience by the IEC, a fact that is appreciated 

by the schools. Bradford Bates, head of school at Dublin School, 

said “Engaging with educational consultants to help match 

mission appropriate students to our school has been critical to 

our success in building an intellectually, geographically, and 

socially diverse student body. IECA consultants have sent Dublin 

School some of our most successful students, young people 

who might never have found their way to our intentionally small 

boarding school.”

Going forward in support of NABI, the goal is for IECA to explore 

the advising techniques that result in some IECs bringing nearly 

75% of their clients to boarding schools and to identify those 

practices that would help ensure that more students who would 

be best served in a residential setting have that opportunity. In 

addition, IECA encourages members to conduct more boarding 

school visits, host more admission representatives, and continue 

learning more about boarding school opportunities. 

Boarding School from page 3
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Accredited. College-Prep. Online.

highschool.nebraska.edu/dualenrollment 

Students can earn college credit with our 
rigorous online high school courses.
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/CompassRoseAcademyOnline @CompassRoseAca /user/compassroseacademy

Compass Rose Academy IS CURRENTLY SCHEDULING CAMPUS TOURS FOR 2016!

Tucked away in the small town 

of Wabash, Ind., and surrounded 

by beautiful Hoosier farmland, our 

well-kept grounds are surrounded 

by ponds, woods and farmland, 

and encompass many amenities, 

including a swimming pool with 

indoor activity center and gym, 

Located in the Midwest, Compass Rose is a licensed long-term residential treatment center that 

works to redirect, rebuild and restore the lives of troubled girls ages 14-18 from around the country.  

As a Christ-centered organization, Compass Rose provides a positive, nurturing environment for 

teenage girls struggling with depression, anxiety, ADHD or bipolar disorder with a variety of acting 

clinical program is centered around the Growth Model and based on the work of Dr. John Townsend, 

who endorses our program. 

We hope to host you on our campus! If you are interested in visiting campus, please contact us at 

denae.green@compassroseacademy.org.

Compass Rose also has strong relationships with other programs in the area, if you are interested  

in touring other facilities while in the area, please contact Kay with CKC Tours at 804-837-1535 or  

kay@ckctours.com.
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Global Advising

Conference swag through the years. 

Attend a Quest Educator 
Preview Event for a 
comprehensive experience of 
our academic program and 
learn more about our holistic 
admissions procedures.

Partial travel grants are 
available. See registration 
form for details.
www.questu.ca/visit

2016-17 EDUCATOR  
PREVIEW DATES

October 14-15, 2016
November 4-5, 2016
December 2-3, 2016

February 3-4, 2017
March 3-4, 2017

QUESTU.CA/VISIT

Advertisement

of which noncitizen students are eligible for federal aid, go to 	
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/eligibility/non-us-citizens.

Finally, international students are allowed to work on campus, 
although institutions limit those hours. If any of your clients will 
have campus jobs, remind them to check with the international 
student coordinator to see if any US taxes will be due on earned 
income at the end of the year and when to file returns. 

Q: Is grant aid subject to US tax?

A: Scholarships not exceeding tuition and fees are not subject to 
US tax. But if any amount of a student’s grant aid is used for room 
or board, it will be taxable at the federal rate of 14%. If a student’s 
home country has a tax treaty with the US, however, they may 
receive a refund for taxes paid on aid used for room and board 
during the previous calendar year. 

Q: What about loans? Are international students able to take 	
them out?

A: International students may not take out federal loans, but 
some institutions and private lenders offer loans for international 
students. As is the case with anyone entering into a legal 
agreement, loans should be carefully analyzed and the terms clearly 
understood before borrowing money.

Q: Which forms do international students need to submit when 
applying for financial aid? 

A: The forms that need to be submitted will depend on the 
methodology used by each institution, so be sure to have your 
students check on each college’s website. Some students will need 
to submit the FAFSA, some will need to submit the CSS PROFILE, 
and some students may need to submit what is known as Proof of 
Financial Support or Financial Certification.

Q: When do these forms need to be submitted? 

A: Submission deadlines can be similar to those for domestic 
students who are applying for financial aid but will need to be 
individually verified with each school. Verification is crucial in the 
case of financial certification or proof of financial support. Some 
institutions require forms to be submitted at the same time as the 
admission application, but others will request them at the time of 
enrollment to help secure a student visa from the US government. 
If a client is applying for need-based aid, keep in mind that many 
institutions will not let an international student apply for aid if they 
did not apply as a freshman, regardless of a change in situation, 
such as loss of a job or death of a parent.

Q: Will applying for financial aid impact an admission decision?

A: It is important to note that an institution may be need blind 
for domestic students but need aware for international students. 
The majority of institutions that offer financial aid to international 
students are need aware and thus may consider the student’s 
demonstrated need in the application review.

Jenny Kent, Educate Abroad, can be reached at jk@educateabroad.co.
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for the place. They might even participate in the Unified Auditions, 

where a number of drama schools gather at the same location for 

a couple of days in New York, Chicago, and Los Angeles, which 

enables families to get a lot of bang for their travel buck. Many 

students, however, cannot travel to the United States for auditions 

because of class schedules or finances, which often includes other 

family members flying as well. The digital submission option has 

been created just for those students. 

Not all schools offer the video option, so finding the answer to that 

question is a key part of students’ research. Some of the schools that 

do not offer the option for a digital submission for drama candidates 

are The Juilliard School, Carnegie Mellon University, the University 

of North Carolina School of the Arts, UCLA, DePaul University, 

CalArts, and Pace University. 

On the flip side, NYU Tisch School of the Arts, Emerson College, 

The New School for Drama, Boston University, the University of 

Michigan, the University of South Carolina, and the University of 

Texas–Austin are among those that allow candidates to utilize the 

digital submission option to fulfill the requirements for an artistic 

review. Some schools encourage students to appear at an in-person 

audition, suggesting it is the best course of action, but still offer the 

video option; others view the digital submission as an equivalent 

alternative to the live audition. The different reasoning behind each 

school’s decision whether to offer a digital option may be affected 

by the size of the incoming class, the structure of the artistic review 

itself, and the philosophy behind the training offered.

At NYU Tisch School of the Arts, we receive applications from many 

different countries and the majority of those applicants submit 

digital artistic reviews in lieu of attending in-person auditions. We 

take digital submissions just as seriously as in-person reviews and 

digital applicants are accepted into the program every year. In fact, 

the same group of evaluators—teachers in the department—conduct 

both the live and digital reviews. Diversity is of great value to our 

department, especially because of our size. The digital submission 

option allows us to meet students from all over the world. Just this 

year, the top five countries from which we had applicants were the 

United Kingdom, Mexico, India, Singapore, and Australia, followed 

by Hong Kong, Brazil, UAE, Turkey, Israel, France, South Korea, and 

many others.

Here’s how we do it. An in-person acting artistic review consists of 

two monologues and a conversation with the evaluator. The whole 

thing takes about 15 minutes and occurs in New York or at one of 

our many regional audition locations around the country, as well as 

in London. A digital submission comprises two monologue videos 

and a Skype call. The evaluator first watches the two monologues 

and takes notes. Then, she contacts the applicant on Skype for the 

conversation portion of the artistic review. 

While the candidates for the digital session are waiting to be 

contacted by their evaluator, they are all in a Skype chatroom with 

the NYU host for the session, so they can chat with each other and 

ask questions about the admissions process, the Drama Department, 

student life at NYU, or living in New York City—just like they could 

at a live session. We try to create a group atmosphere so the 

candidates who are sitting alone in their bedrooms or dorm rooms 

realize that they are part of a bigger process and that there are 

students from all over the world who are also auditioning from their 

bedrooms or dorm rooms.

Creating community is the important thing in this process: 

unifying the digital applicants in their adventure of auditioning; 

demonstrating that the candidates are being invited into a 

community of artists and scholars; and bringing them together 

once they arrive to connect and share their experiences in their new 

school, new city, and new country.

If you have international arts clients—drama or otherwise—let 

them know that their voices are valuable. Their stories need to be 

told. Their perspectives are welcome. Bringing together a diverse, 

multicultural student body of artists can only result in challenging, 

enlightening, invigorating, painful, deep, thoughtful, fascinating 

work. Please encourage them to apply. We are waiting for them with 

open arms. 

Chris Andersson, Theater Education Specialist, Director of 

Admissions, NYU Tisch School of the Arts, can be reached at chris@

chrisandersson.nyc.
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In international advising, there are three 

distinct constituencies with whom independent 

educational consultants (IECs) work. The first 

group consists of international students who 

have completed part or all of their secondary 

education in the United States. This requires 

some specialized knowledge as well as cultural 

sensitivity, but is less of a stretch for an IEC 

who deals primarily with US students and US programs. 

Students who are attending school or completing their secondary 

education or first degree outside of the US are a second category 

of students. This is much more challenging than the first cluster, 

requiring familiarity with the applicant’s educational system. Students 

may be in international, but not necessarily American, schools and 

knowledge of the local culture is essential to successfully advising 

this population. 

The third group of students, which may include US citizens, is 

exploring studying at an international university or attending a 

program outside of the US. Those global institutions can have 

very different admissions requirements and expectations from US 

options. As in the case for advising students for US establishments, 

guiding this contingent requires a similar level of expertise from IECs, 

including site visits. 

Working with an international student population and overseas 

programs opens up many areas of exploration, as well as pitfalls for 

the unwary. You may guide students living in the US who wish to 

apply to institutions abroad or you might counsel non-US passport 

holders or US citizens who reside abroad through the US application 

process (undergraduate and graduate). Perhaps you are working 

with international students who are attending boarding schools 

located in the US or another country or students who need guidance 

on therapeutic or other programs. Taking advantage of the many 

opportunities offered for professional development by professional 

associations such as IECA and others in the international arena 

of educational consulting will allow you to continue to hone your 

knowledge and skills.

Resources

Every IECA conference includes globally focused educational sessions 

as well as a roundtable, which is an opportunity to discuss current 

The International IECs Toolbox 
By Laura O’Brien Gatzionis, MEd, IECA (Athens, Greece)

Global Advising
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concerns in the international field. IECA offers additional resources 

for IECs, including an international-focused issue of Insights as well 

as webinars on subjects of particular interest to IECs working with 

this population. The Global Committee has prepared the I Designation 

roadmap, to provide guidance to members who wish to develop their 

skills. Regional IEC groups are open to all IECA members and are yet 

another valuable resource. There are currently groups in Europe, Turkey, 

Southeast Asia, Shanghai, and the ASEAN Nations.

IECA members who work 

with international students 

can add to their toolbox by 

being aware of continuing 

education opportunities 

through organizations such 

as TABS, NAIS, NACAC, 

NAFSA, and International 

ACAC. 

The Association of Boarding 

Schools (TABS) and the 

National Association of 

Independent Schools (NAIS) collaborate to conduct a yearly Global 

Symposium. The International Association for College Admission 

Counseling (International ACAC), which is affiliated with NACAC, 

offers professional development at its annual summer conference 

with all educational sessions devoted to international issues. Regional 

institutes are held in a different location each year, and past locations 

have included Shanghai and London. The Association of International 

Educators (NAFSA), the National Association of Therapeutic Schools 

and Programs (NATSAP), and the Council of International Schools (CIS) 

offer annual conferences and regional institutes and with internationally 

focused presentations, such as the recent “Working with International 

Families in the Therapeutic Milieu” by IECA’s Becky Grappo (CO) at the 

NATSAP conference. 

Internet-based resources include webinars offered by professional 

organizations, such as IECA, TABS, NACAC, International ACAC, and 

NAFSA. Experts also gather to discuss and share hot topics, articles, 

and blogs through most of these organizations’ Facebook and LinkedIn 

communities as well as Education USA and College Board.

Additional online educational resources for college consultants can be 

found through UC Irvine Extension’s IEC program, which offers an elective 

course on American College Consulting for the International Student. 

(Full disclosure: I am one of the instructors for that course.) To better 

comprehend the international student’s perspective, a consultant could 

follow the University of Pennsylvania’s Coursera MOOC, “Applying to U.S. 

Universities,” which is offered specifically for high school students who 

have been educated in the national curriculum of their countries.

Welcome to the exciting and fast changing world of international 

consulting!

Laura O’Brien Gatzionis, Educational Advisory Services, can be reached 

at laura@eduadvise.gr.



THE #1 COLLEGE
As the global leader in health science education, 
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programs—and only health science programs—
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Courage, Confidence, Curiosity 

St. Timothy’s School is an all-girls secondary,  

residential International Baccalaureate (ib)  

World School with students from over 19 countries.

Conveniently located one hour from Washington, dc, 

three hours from New York City, and just outside  

of Baltimore, md, on a 145-acre picturesque campus.
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Getting the Most Out of Campus Visits 
By Elizabeth Stone, PhD, IECA (CA)

Customizing a campus visit takes special 

planning, but the benefits are enormous. 

The time taken to sit in on classes and meet 

with faculty and advisors provides enormous 

advantages for students who have to write the 

“Why this college” essay or participate in an 

admissions interview. The prospective student 

who has carefully planned his visit can write 

about his or her unique experiences on campus and make a better 

case for “fit” than a student who has merely walked around the quad. 

Customized visits are especially important for international students 

who usually cannot return to revisit campuses and often are less 

familiar with the resources that universities in the United States offer.

A Tale of Two Students 

This year I counseled two students who were interested in film 

studies. Ryan was admitted to many excellent film programs, 

including the University of Southern California, Columbia University, 

and UC Santa Barbara. Sharon was admitted to several colleges 

as well. Both students took a very active approach to choosing a 

college, but Ryan customized all his college visits while Sharon, like 

many students, attended prospective-student open house events 

and visited many colleges without making prior arrangements to see 

facilities or to meet with faculty members.

Ryan’s unique experiences on campus included attending a three-

hour film screening and lecture and a meeting with the professor 

and students during the screening intermission. A prearranged 

appointment with another faculty member lasted more than an 

hour, and the professor answered many of Ryan’s questions about 

the academic options available to him. At another campus, it 

was prearranged for Ryan to sit in on a course titled Hollywood 

Counterculture Cinema, and because the professor knew Ryan would 

be attending, she asked him to watch Shampoo and Annie Hall in 

preparation for the class discussion.

When it came time for Ryan to make an enrollment decision, his 

meetings with faculty and like-minded students played an enormous 

role in evaluating each offer. He had gained perception of the 

courses’ academic rigor and of the faculty’s expectations. In the end, 

Global Advising

continued on page 26
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The Mid-Atlantic Boarding School Group believes in the power 
of partnering with IECA consultants to introduce families to the 

value of a residential learning environment and to help them 
navigate the independent school admission process. Through 

regional receptions, group travel, school tours, and a developed 
website, we endeavor to attract students to our five schools as 

well as the culturally distinct mid-Atlantic region.

B L A I R  A C A D E M Y

Discover the value of the mid-Atlantic  
boarding school experience!

To learn more, visit www.midatlanticboarding.com

BOARDING SCHOOL GROUP

Blair
Mercer sburg
St. Andrew’s

Episcopal
Peddie

MID-ATLANTIC

he felt confident deciding which program would best meet his career 

and academic goals.

Sharon’s experiences were astoundingly different. She also visited 

schools with film programs in the South, Midwest, and East Coast, 

but did not arrange meetings in advance, figuring she’d drop in 

on faculty and just take the general campus tours. As a result, she 

missed seeing essential film facilities. I knew that one college she 

visited had an excellent film program with a state-of-the-art facility 

that isn’t in the main section of campus, but after her disappointing 

visit, I was unable to persuade her to consider the admission offer. 

Although Sharon did connect with a couple of faculty members, 

she was not prepared to ask them personalized questions because 

she didn’t research the background of anyone she met, i.e. read 

their biographies, learn about their specialties, or understand their 

academic rank or teaching track at the university. And because she 

never sat in on a class, she did not have an opportunity to meet a 

variety of students or gauge the classroom dynamic. 

When Sharon informed me of her enrollment decision, I was 

shocked, because compared to other colleges that offered her 

admission, it did not have the strongest film program when 

considering the number of full-time faculty, quality facilities, and 

special opportunities available for undergraduates. When I asked 

Sharon what led her to the decision, she cited how much she loved 

the campus tour guide who “seemed really cool and nice,” and that 

the campus was “pretty with really big dorm rooms.”

Guidance for International Students

Colleges provide impersonal group tours and information sessions 

to provide an overview of their campuses. For prospective students, 

however, those encounters alone rarely provide the insight 

Global Advising
Campus Visits from page 25
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necessary to choose the “best fit” college. For example, a college 

classroom experience often reveals much about student and faculty 

expectations, and it can differ greatly from school experiences in 

other countries. What does it feel like for an international student 

to observe a small seminar where each student is expected to 

participate? Will an international student feel confident in a large 

lecture hall full of hundreds of students? An immersive campus 

visit is extremely beneficial to prepare a prospective student for the 

variety of US college experiences. Plus, customizing the first visit will 

put the student in the best position to write a compelling application 

and to make an informed enrollment decision. What should a 

student do to prepare for a visit?

Review course catalogs and schedules and find classes of interest. 

Walking into a class without prior knowledge of the course content, 

topic of the day, or information about the professor can be a lost 

opportunity to engage with the material.

Write to professors in advance to ask permission to observe class. 

Showing up without permission or “sneaking” into a class is 

disrespectful to the professor. Obtaining permission may also lead 

to an invitation from the professor for a short follow-up conversation 

after class or through email. In addition, the professor can provide the 

student with an assignment so that the student can sense of the rigor 

of the course material and better understand the lecture or discussion.

Schedule meetings in advance with advisors or resource staff to 

learn about departmental offerings, multicultural resources, or 

support services. When appointments are prearranged, students 

have the uninterrupted attention of the individual with whom they 

are meeting. The faculty member will have prepared to meet the 

student, just as the student has prepared for the meeting. Traveling a 

great distance hoping someone will have the time to speak with you 

unannounced is risky and you may end up meeting with a front office 

staff member who doesn’t usually meet with prospective students.

Search websites for information on specialized facilities and request 

access. Special facilities tours are usually led by a campus professor 

or faculty member who can explain the resources available. To get 

the most out of those visits, students want a knowledgeable person 

to lead the tour. Many facilities are not accessible to students without 

key cards so students likely won’t have access on their own.

Buy advance tickets to campus performances and events. Students 

may want to arrange their college visit around special events where 

they can meet with other students with similar interests. Often tickets 

need to be purchased or reserved well in advance.

Extend a visit beyond a “Preview” or “Discovery Day.” Popular 

special campus events introduce large groups of prospective students 

to campus and provide access to a wide variety of faculty members 

and programs, but it will be in the company of hundreds, or even 

thousands, of other prospective students trying to gain the same 

information. Often, arranged meetings with faculty or admissions 

officers are not even available during these special admissions events. 

If students are intrigued by these open house days, they should arrive 

a day early or stay an extra day to see the campus on a typical day.

Find lodging that gives the student a flavor of the college 

environment. Staying near campus makes it possible to participate 

in evening activities, hang out in the college’s coffee house or 

on-campus hang-outs, or even study in the library instead of 

watching TV in a hotel many miles away. In addition, try to steer 

clear of invitations from the college for students to sleep on a 

stranger’s floor in a dorm. Although it might sound like a great plan, 

too often the prospective student is left to fend for him- or herself 

while the host student is off studying. Better to enjoy the campus 

nightlife and then get a great night’s sleep in a comfortable bed.

A good rule of thumb for planning customized college visits is 6–8 

weeks in advance for domestic students and 10–12 weeks in advance 

for international students. The lead time makes it possible to obtain 

good value in air and lodging and ample time to connect with 

campus resources, explore and book upcoming campus events, and 

plan a coordinated itinerary to maximize time on each campus.

Elizabeth Stone is the executive director of Campanile College 

Counseling, Campanile College Tours (an affiliate of Alpine Travel 

of Saratoga), and Marble Arch Test Prep and Tutoring. She can be 

reached at estone@campanile.us.

Global Advising

Academic & Leadership 
Summer Program
July 2–29, 2017

for rising 8th–11th grade
Study Skills • English • Math • Art 

Outdoor Activities • Community Service

A Co-ed Boarding & Day School in Kent, CT 
Grades 9 thru 12 & Post-Graduate

Kent, CT  • 860.927.0047 x1005
www.marvelwood.org

Challenge 
that provides the path to personal growth
and academic success for young people

willing to get involved in their own
education while committed to the rigors

of preparing for college.

Support 
with strategies customized to each

individual student’s interests and needs,
intentionally challenging and

appropriately nurturing, while sensitive to
different learning styles. 

Encouragement 
by constantly seeking to find the ideal
combination of seeing, hearing and 

doing that will unlock the door to success
for all students.

Education Reimagined
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help each of them recognize that they are exactly where they need 

to be at this point in time. Now, that may not mean that they are 

exactly where they need to be to gain an acceptance to Stanford, 

but the first step is always acceptance. Only from a place of 

acceptance can we help students shimmy their way back toward 

that sturdy trunk, their unique center. 

Step 2: Illumination 

Give students assignments that provide them with ways to be 

proactive and help them articulate and define moments in their 

life when they are moved by purpose. Here are some I have found 

effective and meaningful:

Post. Seek, read, and post links of two articles that interest you 

weekly. Over the next few months, a pattern of topics will emerge 

and often reflect a latent interest.

Write. Set the timer on that smartphone, and write without 

interruption for a set period of time. 

Meditate. This is a tough sell, yet is nonetheless becoming 

increasingly important in our culture. Try the Calm app (calm.com). 

At first, challenge students to just one minute daily. 

Value creativity. Create a creative style profile at hackingcreativity.com, 

a site that is part of Red Bull’s (yes you heard right), research on 

creativity. You just may pique the interest of that skateboarding 

enthusiast on your roster and all those students who don’t think 

that they are creative. 

Step 3: Encouragement 

Encouragement is very different from praise. It focuses on intrinsic 

motivations and is nonevaluative, whereas praise communicates 

external judgments. And did you notice that word? The one gift 

the Lion was given in Oz. It’s smack dab in the middle: courage. It 

takes great courage for young people to push through their fears 

and limiting beliefs about themselves. Yet for a shift to occur, 

courage must be employed, and we can foster that courage through 

encouragement. The beauty of consulting is that we are not there 

to grade or parent or discipline; we are there for our students, to 

provide a path, and to guide them on each step on it until they 

realize they can guide themselves just fine. 

As independent educational consultants, as mentors, and as 

sounding boards, we are called to meet each student exactly 

where he or she is at that moment. We are to awaken in them their 

unique value, regardless of circumstance, test performance, athletic 

accomplishments, community service, extracurricular activities, or 

GPA—and help them take that next step.

References

Sincero, Jen. 2013. “Chapter 6: Love The One You Is.” You Are a 

Bad Ass: How to Stop Doubting Your Greatness and Start Living an 

Awesome Life. Philadelphia, PA: Running.

Jessie Peck Martin, CompassU Educational Consulting, can be 

reached at jessie@compass-u.com. 
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www.theglenholmeschool.org

Washington, Connecticut
Devereux Advanced Behavioral Health
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40 Years of Conference Speakers 
Some Well-Known Speakers Who Have Keynoted IECA Conferences

LeVar Burton, actor & education 
advocate

Frank Bruni, columnist 

Jeffrey Selingo, author

Richard Riley, Secretary of 
Education

Daniel Goleman, author 

Linda Ellerbee, journalist & 
television host

Laura Schroff & Maurice 
Mazyck, author

Ron Clark, educator

Daniel Pink, author

Dr. Larry Silver, LD expert & 
author

Wendy Mogel, author

Karen Levin Coburn, author

JoAnn Deak, psychologist & 
author

Liz Murray, author & advocate

Edward Fiske, author 

Jean Chatzky, NBC personal 
finance expert 

Dr. Robert Sternberg, 
intelligence & creativity expert 

Dr. Robert Brooks, LD expert 

Marian Wright Edelman, child 
advocate

Robert Coles, psychiatrist & 
author 

Author & Tiger Mother  
Amy Chua

Author Rosalind Wiseman Author Wes Moore Actor & LD Advocate  
Henry Winkler

 

EndorseStudents.com 
 

You Only Get One Chance To Make A Great First Impression 
 

   * Add value to your services for free during our yearlong promotion! 
 

        Old School       Or        EndorseStudents 
 

                                       
             

For the first time ever, students can initiate and manage letters of 
recommendation with faculty members and others on their phone. 

  

         Plus we have great advice for students     
   

 

To find out how an education consultant account with us will benefit your clients 
 

   Call Barb at 877-238-1816 or visit EndorseStudents.com for further details 
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I vividly remember the moment I knew I 

wanted to become an IEC. Standing behind 

my table during the “swap” at the 2006 Fall 

Conference in Miami, I was exhausted by the 

sheer number of questions being asked of 

myself and the head of the small boarding 

school where I was serving as the director 

of admission. Even with two of us, we could 

hardly handle the conversation stream. 

Arriving home after that conference, I told my husband about 

the engaging and thoughtful conversations I had with dozens 

of independent educational consultants (IECs) who seemed 

passionate about their profession and cared deeply for the 

families with whom they were working. I told him that I wanted 

to be an independent educational consultant when I grew up, and 

two years later, that’s just what I did.

Through membership in IECA, I have developed a significant 

professional network of colleagues and mentors. I have 

yet to encounter a situation in which I couldn’t reach out to 

my IECA peers for guidance and a possible solution. In our 

profession, continued education and professional development 

are paramount, and IECA does an excellent job of providing 

opportunities for newly minted IECS as well as seasoned 

members. IECA has always been ahead of the curve by staying 

on top of trends in education, the changing global landscape, and 

business practices. Working in a field that can sometimes feel 

isolating, I have always appreciated the opportunities IECA has 

provided for members to interact both professionally and socially, 

whether at a conference or during an organized tour. I love that I 

can now count so many of those same IECs who stopped by my 

table in 200—and showed me just where my career could go—	

as my colleagues and friends. 

—Kristina L. Dooley, IECA (OH)
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I have yet to encounter a situation in which 

I couldn’t reach out to my IECA peers for 

guidance and a possible solution.

We could not do this without our SPONSORS:

Discovery Ranch for Girls, Provo Canyon School, Magnolia Landing, 
Spring Ridge Academy, Q & A Associates, Summit Prep School, 

Pacia Life, Aspiro, Center for Change, Alpine Academy, InnerChange,
Fulshear Transition, Right Direction, Outback, Daniels Academy,

At The Crossroads, CALO, Prepare to Bloom, Elevations, and ViewPoint.
All proceeds raised will benefit a local charity in New Orleans! 

Last year we raised over $2500!! 

Evolving Women's 3rd Annual Disco Shuffle 5K!
Please join us in New Orleans IECA

Thursday, November 3, 2016

SAVE THE DATE!!!

www.evolvingwomen.net

Encouraging Development and Excellence














